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Abstract:  

In this article, the bilateral ties between Turkey and Hungary are explored. Among the bilateral 

relations, we are studying include diplomacy, security. Hungary is a country at the center of the 

European Union, whereas Turkey lies in Anatolia. Both countries are essential to one another 

because they serve as a bridge between Asia and Europe. Hungary and Turkey have a 

complicated relationship that alternates between friendship and hostility. Throughout history, 

the two countries have had numerous face-to-face encounters. Even though the two countries 

were on opposing sides of the conflict, the end of the Cold War strengthened political and 

economic ties between Hungary and Turkey. Since Hungary's regime change in 1989, the two 

countries' economic and political ties have made enormous progress. Turkey played a 

significant role in Hungary's "opening to the East" policy during the Second Orban era. 

Meetings of the High-Level Strategic Cooperation Council began in 2013 and have since 

provided a dynamic and institutional framework for bilateral relations. The post-2010 Turkish-

Hungarian relations were evaluated in our study based on diplomacy and security ties.  

Keywords: Hungarian-Turkish Relations, Bilateral ties, Diplomacy, Security, Current Politics 

 

Abstrakt: 

Tento článok skúma bilaterálne vzťahy medzi Tureckom a Maďarskom. Geografická poloha 

Turecka spája tri kontinenty: Áziu, Európu a Afriku. Obe krajiny sú kritické, pretože slúžia ako 

most medzi Áziou a Európou. Tieto dve krajiny majú dlhú históriu. Maďarsko  a Turecko majú 

dlhú históriu priateľstva. Počas histórie mali tieto dve krajiny množstvo osobných stretnutí. Za 

najpravdepodobnejších okolností mali tieto dve krajiny podobné výsledky v diplomacii, 

obchode, kultúre, ekonomike a dokonca aj cestovnom ruchu. Maďarsko a Turecko posilnili svoje 

ekonomické a politické väzby od zmien režimu v Maďarsku v roku 1989. Turecko a Maďarsko 

udržiavali bilaterálne vzťahy založené na vzájomných záujmoch, spolupráci a priateľstve. 

Maďarsko a Turecko koncom dvadsiateho storočia podpísali niekoľko ekonomických zmlúv. 
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Podpísaná dohoda zostala v platnosti dodnes s niekoľkými obmedzeniami. Po podpise zmlúv sa 

turecko-maďarské vzťahy výrazne zlepšili v dôsledku politických návštev. Koniec studenej vojny 

posilnil uhorsko-turecké puto. V tom čase sa politické a ekonomické väzby oboch krajín 

upevnili. Turecko-maďarské vzťahy po roku 2010 sme v našej štúdii hodnotili na základe 

diplomacie a bezpečnostných väzieb. 

Kľúčové šlová: Maďarsko-turecké vzťahy, bilaterálne vzťahy, diplomacia, bezpečnosť, súčasná 

politika 

 

Introduction 

Bilateral diplomacy is a critical component of international relations. 

International relations establish a procedure for how countries interact with one 

another, as well as the do's and don'ts that each country should do to the other. 

Diplomacy can emerge as a result of influencing governmental means.  

This policy, which seeks to reduce Hungary's economic reliance on Western 

economies, particularly the European Union, seeks to attract foreign investors from 

Central Asia to the Far East, the Middle East to the Caucasus, and to find new markets 

for Hungary's export-based economy. Furthermore, the policy of Opening to the East 

serves multiple purposes. One of these objectives is to establish Hungary as a logistics 

and transportation hub between Europe and Asia by capitalizing on the country's 

geographical location, which allows for easy access to Asian and former Soviet 

countries and markets. Furthermore, Turkey, the subject of this article, is a critical 

partner at the heart of Hungary's East policy. In the last decade, how could an EU 

member state with a pro government policy improve bilateral relations with Turkey 

while the EU-Turkey balance has shifted? 

Kozma and Dobrowiecki (2018) mentioned that Diplomatic relations between 
Hungary and Turkey have been built on mutual respect over time 
Thanks to a culture of modest diplomatic practice in border zones that operated some
what autonomously from the imperial centers that assumed them, it was also stated t
hat Hungarians and Turks have had a specific goal in mending their ties since ancient ti
mes. 

This principle underpins Turkey-Hungary relations, according to the study. It 

denotes respect for one another. That is why they can communicate with one another, 

even if they hold opposing views on some issues." In addition, they stated that Turkey 

is a strategic partner for their country. The diplomatic process has been accelerated on 

political grounds as a result of Turkey's and Hungary's thriving economic aspects." 

Bilateral relations have long been excellent, but they reached a new high in 2013, 

when they were elevated to a strategic level. These have a direct impact on the 

relationship between regional security issues, global issues, and the constitutional and 

human rights-based integration process. These challenges are intended to foster a 

robust political dialogue that will transform the diplomatic perspectives of the two 

countries. However, the two countries have had good political and diplomatic relations 

for most of their history. They hold extensive forums at high-level meetings, which aid 

in the organization of most other countries' development plans. According to 

Stepchenkova et al. (2018), in the countries of Turkey and Hungary, The purpose of 

this Council is to coordinate all forms of cooperation between Turkey and Hungary in 
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all fields. Consequently, it is an ideal opportunity to deepen and accelerate 

partnerships at the sectoral level.The economic-based foreign policy action is also a 

critical factor in the acceleration of the links. When Viktor Orban took over the 

government in 2010, he implemented the current policy and dubbed it "Opening to the 

East."  

According to Kozma and Dobrowiecki (2018), the Turkish-Hungarian political 

relationship has grown significantly despite existing political differences. The 

differences have also compelled the two countries to work together on problem-

solving in order to capitalize on emerging opportunities. As a result of the levels of 

meetings they have held, they have gained respect for each other in the national 

interests, which has resulted in the political relationship and cultural interactions. 

Orban and Erdogan's ideologies, as well as Putin's political styles, are the reasons for 

their close relationship. Some political reasons compel all parties to keep close ties. 

The good relations between the two countries have bred and overgrown Russia, among 

other countries. As a result of strong diplomatic ties, economic advancements have 

benefited the most from bilateral relations. Turkey has a unique relationship with the 

V4 group, which consists of the "Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia". 

Their collaboration provides Turkey with numerous opportunities, including economic 

potential, investments, and expanding bilateral cooperation.  

Furthermore, Hungary has supported Turkey's accession to the European Union 

(E.U.) since it became a member in 2004. Furthermore, "it should be noted that, 

according to a Eurobarometer poll conducted in 2005, 51 percent of the Hungarian 

population supported Turkey's accession (while the E.U. average was 39 percent), and 

75 percent of respondents stated that Turkey was a part of Europe." Surprisingly, the 

share of those who supported Turkey's accession was the same on both the right and 

left sides of the political spectrum, at 50% each" (Egresi, 2017). Left-wing/liberal 

opposition parties have been harsher on Turkey. They also chastised the EU for failing 

to condemn human rights violations in Turkey and for failing to put pressure on the 

Justice and Development Party (AKP) government. However, even pro-government 

Hungarian media chastised Turkey over the same democratic issues. The stability of 

Turkey, according to the Hungarian government, is crucial for the security of the EU 

because of at least three significant issues: the migration crisis, the Syrian war, and the 

fight against terrorism. Following the European Parliament's decision to temporarily 

cease membership talks with Turkey, Hungary's official foreign policy stance 

maintained its support for stronger EU-Turkey relations. The promised acceleration of 

Turkey's visa liberalization process has sparked debate in Hungary as well. For 

example, consider a topic debated in the Hungarian Parliament. The primary focus was 

on the decision's potential security consequences (i.e., that terrorists from Syria might 

come more easily to Europe). The Hungarian government saw these strong statements 

in support of the Turkish government as an opportunity to strengthen bilateral ties with 

Ankara. This process culminated in the visit to Istanbul of Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó in August 2016. He was the first European Union minister to meet with his 

Turkish counterpart in Turkey following the failed coup attempt, demonstrating 

Hungary's strong support for the Turkish government. That is one of the main reasons 

why Turkish-Hungarian bilateral relations have grown stronger since the failed 

military coup in 2016. After 2016, Turkey felt left out because the majority of Western 
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European Union countries did not support the elected Turkish government, which they 

sought to distrust for a variety of reasons.  

Despite Turkey's crucial involvement in dealing with the political turmoil and, as 

a result, the refugee problem, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán denounced the EU-Turkey 

migration agreement (refugee deal) in March 2016. As an argument favoring 

strengthening the E.U.'s external border forces, he stated that the E.U. should not base 

its security on Turkey's third country. Instead of avoiding further billions of euros, the 

European Union should be capable and ready to defend its borders. It would be added 

to the 3 billion euros paid for by Turkey without reaching any satisfying solution 

(Egeresi Z. 2017).  

Hungary views relations with Greece, Turkey, and Cyprus regions as a holistic 

regional policy in the Aegean region. Hungary sees Greece and Turkey as critical 

partners in forming Balkans and Black Sea policies together. Hungary wants its 

relations, including the Cyprus problem and other aspects of foreign policy 

development, to move forward without hindering Turkey's European integration. It 

considers it necessary to be in a direction that allows it to strengthen stability in the 

Mediterranean region. Hungarian foreign policy is trying to facilitate the dispute 

settlement between Athens and Skopje to ensure the Balkans' and Euro-Atlantic 

integration. 

Hungary sees relations with Greece, Turkey, and Cyprus as part of a 

comprehensive Aegean regional policy. Hungary sees Greece and Turkey as critical 

partners in developing joint Balkan and Black Sea policies. Hungary wants its 

relations to progress, including the Cyprus issue and other aspects of foreign policy 

development, without impeding Turkey's European integration. It believes it is critical 

to move in a direction that will allow it to strengthen stability in the Mediterranean 

region. Hungarian foreign policy seeks to facilitate the resolution of disputes between 

Athens and Skopje in order to ensure the Balkans' and Euro-Atlantic integration.  

Hungary closely monitors the evolution of the Turkish political model and its 

impact on countries with a Muslim majority. Hungary values Turkey's interest in the 

Balkans because our interests in the region's stability, modernization, and Euro-

Atlantic integration overlap. Hungary wishes to strengthen our shared commitment to 

cultural diversity. In this context, Hungary seeks to strengthen cooperation in the 

research, protection, and tourism of Turkish monuments in Hungary and Hungarian 

monuments in Turkey. Turkey is also an important partner in Hungary's economic and 

energy policies. In terms of the stability of the Black Sea and South Caucasus regions, 

Hungary closely monitors Turkey's role in these areas (M.F.A.H., 2011). Furthermore, 

Northern Cyprus is an important component of Turkish foreign policy. As a result, 

another point worth noting is that on October 16, 201420, the Turkish Republic of 

Northern Cyprus (T.R.N.C.) representation Office opened in Budapest. In addition to 

these, Hungary joined the Visegrad Quartet / Group (V4) in 1991, along with Poland, 

Czechia, and Slovakia. Members assumed that the rotating presidency would improve 

dialogue and relations among the V4 countries, and Turkey also made an effort 

(Deregözü,2020). 

Furthermore, one of the reasons Turkey and Hungary have a good relationship 

could be that Hungary does not have many Turkish diasporas or a historical Turkish 

minority. The Turkish Diaspora settled in Hungary after 1989, and their population is 
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estimated to be between 3,000 and 5,000 people, making this group insignificant in a 

country of 10 million people. Consider the Turkish population in Hungary in 

comparison to the developed Western European countries. Instead of being a minority 

in Hungary, the Turkish population is notable in developed western E.U. countries. 

Turks are the second most numerous ethnic groups in both the Netherlands and 

Germany. Even during the refugee crisis, Hungary and the Western European 

Countries had different attitudes toward Turkey. The Hungarian government's 

approach was to avoid discussing Islam, which resulted in rising anti-migrant and anti-

Muslim sentiments in Hungary. As a recent example, consider the 2020 Vienna attack. 

T.E.K., the director-general of Hungary's counter-terrorism force, also emphasized that 

members of the Hungarian Muslim community had lived in Hungary for decades. The 

community is well-integrated, has a positive relationship with the Hungarian 

government, pays taxes, and rejects suspect elements. If someone with radical ideas 

comes to Hungary from elsewhere, they will be dealt with using secret service 

solutions, according to Hajdu.  

Hungarian newspapers and magazines are uninterested in Turkish-Hungarian or 

EU-Turkish relations. As a result, 7881 articles about Turkey were published in four 

major Hungarian newspapers and magazines between 2005 and 2010. (when 

negotiations between Turkey and the E.U. began). The conservative Magyar Nemzet 

publishes as much Turkish news as the Blikk-tabloid, H.V.G., and népszabadság 

combined. (Please see the table below.)  

Surprisingly, the least mentioned issues were Hungary's support for Turkey's 

membership, Hungary's experience with Turkey during accession, and Hungary's 

growing economic ties with Turkey, though some differences have been observed over 

the years as current events change. For example, in 2006, the various issues mentioned 

included bird flu and terrorism. Other than Turkish foreign policy actions in 2007, the 

Kurdish issue revolved around energy. The minor publication, on the other hand, is 

about the spread of Islam in Europe. 

Moreover, In 2009, Turkey's energy-related problems skyrocketed with Turkish 

foreign policy actions and declarations and improved economic ties between Turkey 

and Hungary. Hungarians' support for Turkey's membership and the spread of Islam in 

Europe was mentioned only once during the year. Eventually, in 2010, there were 

approximately 237 news reports on Turkish foreign policy actions and declarations, 

while the total amount of news about Turkey on E.U. membership was only 90 in all 

four newspapers" (Akçalı, 2013). 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Total no. of news about Turkey in Hungary from 2005-2010 
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Source: Public Portrayal of Turkey in Visegrad Countries, The Visegrad Report 

The Armenian Genocide is another critical problem for Turkey's foreign policy. 

The allegations of Armenian-Turkish genocide have been debated for years, and the 

recent development of the Biden speech as an Armenian Genocide. The international 

command's schedule was also discussed in the Hungarian parliament. The Hungarian 

Parliament's Foreign Affairs Commission received a proposal from Hungary's Green 

Party (L.M.P.) to bring up and discuss the Armenian Genocide. Only two of the 

commission's twelve members voted to approve the motion. When other members 

refused to support the motion, it was defeated and passed through the commission. The 

lobbying efforts of Şakir Fakılı, the previous Turkey's Ambassador to Budapest, 

influenced this decision (Saral, 2016).  

Furthermore, the Turkic Council and Hungary's role have received a lot of 

attention in the international media. The presence of Hungary's Prime Minister at the 

2018 meeting of the Cooperation Council of Turkic-speaking States (Turkic Council). 

For starters, Hungary, as a member of the European Union, may have made a hasty 

decision to join an organization established solely for the Turkic World. Nevertheless, 

Hungary's choice to become an observer state in the Turkic Council was founded on a 

considerable historical and cultural background, as well as a strategic political and 

economic opening to Turkic states. Following this development, other measures were 

taken, including Hungarian participation in the Baku Summit in 2019 and the 

establishment of the Turkic Council European Office in Budapest that same year.  The 

recent rapprochement between Hungary and the Turkic World is part of a larger 

initiative to strengthen economic and political ties with neighbouring regions.  

Although Budapest's shift toward Azerbaijan and Central Asia is a relatively new 

phenomenon, expanding Hungarian diplomatic activities demonstrate the country's 

commitment to strengthening ties with its partners. Acceptance as an observer member 

of various Turkic organizations, including the International Turkic Academy and the 

Turkic Council, is more than a reflection of the success of these efforts. They also 

strengthen Hungary's position in the Turkic world as a whole. As the government 

expresses its willingness to become an observer at the Turkic Culture and Heritage 

Foundation, the country's slow integration with Turkic organizations is likely to 

continue. Thus, the leaders' political cooperation is strong; their regular meetings, 

particularly the Turkic Council summits, serve as an effective multilateral forum. The 
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recent accession of Uzbekistan to the organization, which Hungary supported, 

increased its international significance as well. Although Hungary has established 

good political relations, its economic success has been limited. Despite increased 

trade, Central Asian countries continue to play a minor role in Hungarian import and 

export. Budapest's policy of becoming a bridge between the European Union and the 

Turkic world has begun to bear fruit. However, it will take some time. This opening is 

also dependent on external factors and cooperation among Turkic states. Economic, 

energy, and infrastructure cooperation (including the 'Belt and Road Initiative,' which 

the Hungarian government also supports) would be the engines in Hungary's 

strengthening relations with the Turkic world, in addition to the already strong cultural 

ties" (Egeresi, 2020). 

Collaboration in International Security and Counterterrorism 

Turkey, Syria's open-door approach to displaying human-induced migration/border 

policy, has been used. This situation had a negative impact on EU countries and Balkan 

states adjacent to the Schengen Area, as well as EU members not included in the 

Schengen Area. The Balkan states are the first stop for refugees in Turkey, and the final 

destination has been the EU countries.  

As is well known, the refugee crisis has escalated into a crisis between the EU and 

Turkey. Hungarian Prime Minister Orban's opinion, expressed in an article published in 

the German FAZ newspaper on September 2, 2015, that Muslim refugees would harm 

the Christian values of the European Union, elicited a reaction in the right and 

conservatively educated Turkish media. 

Turkey, Syria's open-door approach to displaying human-induced migration/border 

policy, has been used. This situation had a negative impact on EU countries and Balkan 

states adjacent to the Schengen Area, as well as EU members not included in the 

Schengen Area. The Balkan states are the first stop for refugees in Turkey, and the final 

destination has been the EU countries.  

(Deregözü, 2020) mentioned that As is well known, the refugee crisis has escalated 

into a crisis between the EU and Turkey. Hungarian Prime Minister Orban's opinion, 

expressed in an article published in the German FAZ newspaper on September 2, 2015, 

that Muslim refugees would harm the Christian values of the European Union, elicited a 

reaction in the right and conservatively educated Turkish media. In the article, "The 

majority of them are not Christians, but Muslims. This is a very important problem, 

because isn't it worrying that Europe is not in a position to protect its own Christian 

values? If we overlook this, European thought may become a minority in its continent. " 

However, there have been some reactions from the press and the Turkish 

government against Orban's statement. In an interview with CNN television, Erdogan 

"criticized EU countries, including Hungary, for their indifference to the refugee 

problem" (Saral, 2016). 

Refugees in this particular crisis experienced in the EU and Turkey Readmission 

Agreement signed in March 2016 (Geri Kabul Antlaşması, Readmission the Agreement) 

and has entered into a period of stagnation. Turkey and the EU have fulfilled the 

agreement with the refugee flow has stopped almost completely. In this context, Turkey-

axis and progress in the EU agreement have also directly affected the positive aspects of 
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Turkish and Hungarian relations. Because, Turkey has a transit route to other European 

countries by blocking the flow of refugees to Europe with the Readmission Agreement. 

which has guaranteed the security of the borders of Hungary. Considering the attitude of 

the Orban administration on the refugee issue, it is understood that the agreement signed 

is also essential for the stability of Hungary. 

Peter Szijjarto "European security begins in Turkey" Hungary has revealed the 

attitude of saying how it differs from other EU member states. As one of the strong 

countries showing solidarity and co-operation with Turkey, Hungary has received 

considerable public attention. It is seen that there is a consensus and solidarity between 

the two countries not only on the refugee issue but also on various leading security 

issues such as the fight against terrorism. 

Humanity shares everything in the ordinary when it comes to an invasion by 

terrorists. Humankind of all ages, races, and identities must be safeguarded from a 

terrorist attack just because it is the right thing to do. Like any other country will do to 

the other, Turkey and Hungary have gained immense support within international 

security and terrorism lines.  

Among the significant global concern is terrorism due to the detrimental effects 

done by terrorists. Countries have decided to give each other help when needed during a 

terrorist attack or aggression. Using bilateral relations, Hungary and Turkey are very 

open to disclose information and provide each other advisory statements on the way 

forward. According to Tagesson (2020) the 2019 reports on Turkey's Syrian operation, 

Hungary conditionally supported Turkey and even funded it. Hungary gathered other 

international states to invest and help Turkey in its option to keep peace and stability. 

The cross-border operation was to be supported to facilitate a safe return of over 4 

million Syrian refugees.  

Hungary re-evaluated its veto powers to condemn military interventions in northern 

Syria and decided to support it because of the shared bilateral terms that they both enjoy. 

They used the war to solve many problems between the countries. On several occasions 

when terrorists are attacking Turkey, the Hungarian government has been on the lead to 

condemn and even give the support they want to stabilize and continue with normal 

governmental functioning. After a terrorist attack in Istanbul, the Hungarian government 

did console with the government of Turkey. They wrote a statement asserting, "We send 

our condolences to the grieving and wish the injured a speedy recovery; we also express 

our assurances to Turkey that Hungary is standing in solidarity with Turkey in the fight 

against terrorism."  

On another point, especially in Hungary, Turkey, to support the fight against the 

PKK, PKK militants are judged by differentiating from other EU countries. Turkey's 

foreign policy towards Hungary has a positive effect on the level. For example, in May 

2019, it has been one of the most important indicators of this development in Hungary. 

The terrorist couple, who got married after leaving the PKK in 2015 and were found to 

have entered Hungary in 2017 through human traffickers, was sentenced to two years 
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in prison for financing terrorism in the city of Szeged in May, and they were banned 

from entering Hungary for eight years.1  

Despite the recognition of PKK as other EU countries as a terrorist organization, 

a terrorist organization linked to non-governmental organizations and something they 

avoid applying severe law enforcement environment for the party's attitude towards 

the PKK in Hungary is very crucial for Turkey. Hungary is separated from other EU 

countries, and the European policy in this country is becoming an essential ally for 

Turkey. The army's intervention in politics in Turkey's historical process is known to 

cause massive destruction in domestic politics. Nevertheless, the alleged coup attempt 

on July 15, 2016, at the same time, has not only to affect the internal politics of 

Turkey in Ankara's foreign policy in the context of their relations with other actors 

compelled to reconsider. In this regard, there have been changes in the outlook for 

Turkey's EU membership. 

The developments in Turkey's struggle, such as the FETO members taking refuge 

in Europe, Greece's refusal to extradite the fleeing soldiers, caused a perception that 

left him alone in the EU member states. In this context, it is essential and valuable for 

Hungary, one of the member states of the Union, to declare that it stands by Turkey in 

its fight against FETO, despite the EU's biased attitude. 

(Deregözü, 2020) also mentioned This restructuring is in this context that had 

conducted a smear campaign against Turkey. 

Considering the activities of FETO in Hungary, it is seen that it does not have a 

strong structure compared to many other European countries. In this context, FETO, 

which carries out its activities through so-called "harmless" schools, businessmen 

associations, and NGOs, has two schools in Hungary and two related associations. 

Turkey's general question is whether if Hungarian government take any steps against 

Feto's school. However, this school cannot intervene because of the opening on behalf 

of the private company. However, permission to open a school to the Turkish Maarif 

Foundation (TMV) in Hungary shows that government relations between the two 

countries' strategic partnerships prevent FETÖ from harming it. When Western 

European countries support Turkey in the fight against feto biopsy samples belonging 

to shield, Considering the importance and strategic value it provides to TMV's 

permission of the Hungarian government, it is becoming quite significant  

Conclusion 

Turkish and Hungarian bilateral relations have become valuable and worthwhile 

to deal with because they have resolved the majority of their differences in foreign 

policy by communicating with one another. They have since respected each nation's 

interest and advice on issues of national concern, transforming the relationship 

between the two countries into more than just foreign relations but allies on critical 

issues. Despite historical challenges, Hungary and Turkey have demonstrated a strong 

                                                           

1 “"Kurdish Couple Sentenced for Financing Terrorism”" Hungary Today, 16 May 
2015, https://hungarytoday. hu/kurdish-couple-sentenced-for-financing-terrorism, 
(Accession date:3 feb.2021). 
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sense of cooperation. Significantly, they have both benefited greatly from bilateral ties, 

encouraging other countries to provide political, cultural, and social support as a 

significant way of increasing cultural interaction. Their progress was halted due to a 

critical review by two superpowers, the United States of America and the Soviet 

Union, forcing them to reconsider and make adequate efforts to relieve themselves by 

forming a unified front before progress. It sought to address the long-standing issue of 

poor health, insufficient educational programs and funds, poverty, and stifled 

economic growth. 

Furthermore, the effects of the cold war influenced the level of uncertainty in the 

Balkans and the Middle East. With such a picture and a changing world order, it is not 

surprising that Hungary and Turkey seek historical memory and background support 

from each other. The impact on the Balkans will be influenced by the two countries' 

union. Russia is attempting to sway Hungary and Turkey through nuclear power plants 

and energy concessions. On the other hand, the United States and Germany are 

struggling to exert control over these countries through E.U. funds, investment, and 

capital flows. It's been seven years since the second Orban government announced its 

bold foreign policy strategy, "Opening to the East." For Turkey, Erdogan A.K.P.'s so-

called development project, which announced in 2011 a 25,000-dollar national income 

goal in 2023 and a place among the world's ten largest economies, is far from reality.  

Nonetheless, realizing the importance of bilateral relations, they signed 

agreements to join a bilateral agreement, paving the way for a new dawn. After a 

lengthy period of time, the Turkish and Hungarian governments formed a working 

partnership, with reciprocal visits and further meetings to assist the issues of other 

countries. The geographical positions of countries in world politics and their 

geographical positions offer opportunities to both sides. As a result, Turkey's security, 

as well as the security of the EU countries, should be considered spouses. In this 

context, Turkey's growing economy and existing economic relations with Hungary, 

which have been integrated into the E.U. market, have the potential to improve levels.  

In order to improve bilateral relations, the following factors should be 

considered: With a road map on xenophobia and the rise of the extreme right in 

Hungary, rational policy decision-makers must keep an eye on it, barring a negative 

impact on relations with Turkey. Turkey-Hungary defense industry cooperation has 

gained traction in recent years, and the potential appears to be relatively high. In this 

context, new contracts, arms trade, and joint exercises should be carried out, and 

cooperation in many areas should evolve into a strategic partnership. Furthermore, as a 

member of the European Union, Hungary plays a vital role in determining possible 

solutions to Greece-Turkey disputes on broad current issues such as South-Eastern 

Mediterranean drilling activities, the Mediterranean Economic zone debate, Cyprus, 

and the E.U.-Turkey refugee issue. 

Furthermore, Turkey should be introduced in Hungary, and university and N.G.O. 

level conferences and meetings should be organized to conduct effective public 

diplomacy. Increasing the impact on public opinion on behalf of both countries' 

bilateral relations should be more focused on education. Scholarships such as the 

Hungarian Tempus foundation's Stipendium Hungaricum should be an excellent 

example of student scholarships by recognizing the appropriate activity should be a 

two-sided accelerated. The EU-Hungary refugee agreement is also critical to 
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Hungary's political stability. The operations were carried out against Turkey in Syria, 

while European Union countries are known to support Hungary. In this context, 

Hungary and Turkey can work together in diplomacy to ensure the return of refugees 

in exchange for the stability of the facility in Syria. Who are having problems with the 

EU and do not want to weaken their ties with Europe in the Brussels negotiations 

following the East Expansion policy with Turkey. It should be noted that the two sides 

intend to watch the multifaceted foreign policy of a strategic partnership established 

by Hungary. 

List of Abbreviations 

EU:   European Union 

AKP:   Justice and Development Party (Turkish: Adalet ve Kalkınma Partisi)  

HLSCC:  High-Level Strategic Cooperation Council 

TIKA:  Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency 

TMF:   Turkish Maarif Foundation (Turkish: Türkiye Maarif Vakfı)  

TEK:    Hungary's Counter-terrorism Force 

FETO:    Fetullah Terrorist Organization 

TIKA:  Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency Directorate 

TURKPA: Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic Speaking Countries 
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